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My specific comments on the Marsden Park North Draft Masterplan relate to the Riverstone Wetlands/Meatworks 
Ponds part of the plan. 
 
The Riverstone Wetlands are historic artificial wetlands which provide the only refuge for wetland birds when the 
Hawkesbury and Camden wetlands flood.   
 
Indeed, they are the ONLY flood-refuge wetlands in the whole of the Hawkesbury-Nepean! 
 
These wetland Ponds are the remnants of the Meatworks, and have become a bird refuge more or less by accident 
(as do many sewage treatment works ponds around the country).   At peak flood times they support over 500 birds 
including many endangered & migratory species. 
 
Remarkably, these ponds/wetlands are also home to one of the last populations of Green and Golden Bell Frogs.  
This fact alone should be a reason to conserve the Ponds, not bulldoze them and build a housing estate.  Yet the 
Report by Eco-Logical only mentions the Green and Golden Bell Frog in passing, as if they are a mere detail.   
 
I would like to remind people that the entire Brick Pit at the Sydney Olympic Site was preserved due to the presence 
of Green and Golden Bell Frogs, and has since become a drawcard for tourists, and a much-treasured part of the 
Olympic Park, and rightly so, as it is astonishing that such a creature, wiped out from many habitats across Sydney, 
should survive there of all the unlikely places.   Ditto with the Meatworks Ponds.  We are really lucky to still have 
such places where Green and Golden Bell Frogs have managed to survive. 
 
This plan proposes to bulldoze these ponds, which are ABOVE the floodplain area, and (possibly) re-create 
“replacement” habitat, which are ON the floodplain, thereby removing the only flood refuge for wetland birds.  
 
There is no guarantee that a replacement wetland will be created, it is only a recommendation.  And of course, if it is 
ON the floodplain, it will not be a refuge from floods, as the current Meatworks Ponds are. 
 
Why not make the Meatworks Ponds into an ecological centre?  It already exists, after all, and it functions as habitat, 
whether by accident or design.   Bulldozing this area for housing will destroy it, and if there is an intention to replace 
it with an artificial wetland nearby, imagine how much it will cost to design and construct?  Why not keep and use 
what is already there? 
 
And there is no guarantee that the creatures which currently call the Meatworks Ponds home will translocate to the 
newly constructed ponds (IF indeed replacement wetlands are to be constructed, which seems unlikely).  And as 
noted before, the site for the newly constructed wetlands will not serve the same function as the old ones, as the 
only possible locations are ON the floodplains, whereas the Meatwork Ponds are ABOVE the floodplain.  This is a 
critically important piece of information to understand.  
 
Indeed, from my reading of the documents, there seems to be very little intention of (a) keeping the Meatworks 
Ponds, as they don’t have “sufficient” ecological value; and (b) “re-creating” the wetland elsewhere.  The whole 
exercise seems to me to be a study which was commissioned to justify the removal of the Meatworks Ponds in 
favour of development.  If so, this is cynical in the extreme. 
 
Please reconsider the intention to bulldoze the Riverstone Wetlands/Meatworks Ponds for housing development.  
Instead, regard the area as a rare treasure, and use it to attract people to live nearby.  It will attract people who are 
intrigued by living in close proximity to nature, bird-watchers, and people who love the environment.  It could even 
be promoted as a tourist destination, if bird-hides are added.  Regard it as an asset, not something that must be 
removed to satisfy the demands of the Holy Dollar.  It is unique, and as noted, is unable to be recreated elsewhere, 
and certainly not on the floodplain, being at present the ONLY refuge for wetland birds when the Hawkesbury and 
Camden wetlands flood.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 


